10 Inspiring Shakespearean Sonnets In
Contemporary English You Need to Read
Now!

William Shakespeare is widely regarded as one of the greatest playwrights
and poets in history. His works, including his collection of 154 sonnets,
have left an indelible mark on the world of literature. While Shakespearean
English can be daunting to some, many contemporary poets have taken
the challenge to rework these timeless sonnets into contemporary English.
In this article, we explore ten inspiring Shakespearean sonnets that have
been given a modern twist, revealing their relevance and beauty even in
today's world.

1. Sonnet 18: "Shall | compare thee to a summer's day?"

This beloved sonnet explores the theme of eternal beauty. While the
original poem paints a picture of nature's splendor, a contemporary
adaptation might compare the subject of the sonnet to the breathtaking
beauty of a sunset on a summer evening. The words may change, but the
sentiment remains the same - the beauty and perfection of the subject shall
never fade.

2. Sonnet 29: "When, in disgrace with fortune and men's eyes"

In Sonnet 29, Shakespeare delves into the depths of despair and feelings
of worthlessness. A modern interpretation could capture the struggles and
anxieties of the digital age, where the protagonist feels isolated and
unappreciated in a world obsessed with appearance and social media



fame. This contemporary adaptation reminds us of the universal nature of
human emaotions, transcending time and language.
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3. Sonnet 116: "Let me not to the marriage of true minds"

Sonnet 116 remains one of Shakespeare's most celebrated pieces,
exploring the idea of love that is unchanging and eternal. A contemporary
version might focus on the endurance of love through societal challenges
and changing norms. This reimagining highlights the power of love against
all odds, reminding us that true love knows no boundaries.

4. Sonnet 130: "My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun"

Sonnet 130 is known for its playful, yet unconventional, portrayal of beauty.
A modern adaptation could celebrate the uniqueness and flaws of an
individual, challenging societal expectations of beauty. By embracing
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imperfections, this contemporary version encourages self-love and
acceptance in a world that often promotes unattainable standards.

5. Sonnet 71: "No longer mourn for me when | am dead"

This poignant sonnet reflects on mortality and the fading of youth. In a
contemporary English adaptation, the poem could explore the legacy an
individual leaves behind through their art, accomplishments, or impact on
others. This modern twist brings a renewed sense of relevance, urging
readers to consider the mark they want to leave on the world.

6. Sonnet 138: "When my love swears that she is made of truth"

Sonnet 138 presents a complex portrayal of love and deception. A modern
interpretation might focus on the challenges of trust in relationships,
particularly in an era where lies and deceit are easily spread through
technology and social media. This contemporary version paves the way for
discussions about authenticity, honesty, and the fragile nature of trust.

7. Sonnet 94: "They that have power to hurt, and will do none"

Sonnet 94 delves into the intricacies of power and restraint. A
contemporary reimagining could explore the abuse of power and corruption
prevalent in today's society. By shedding light on important social and
political issues, this modern adaptation highlights the relevance and
timeless wisdom of Shakespeare's work.

8. Sonnet 60: "Like as the waves make towards the pebbled shore"

Sonnet 60 reflects on the passage of time and the impermanence of life. A
contemporary version might emphasize the fast-paced nature of the
modern world, urging readers to seize the moment and make the most of



their precious time. This adaptation serves as a gentle reminder to
appreciate life's fleeting moments and live fully in the present.

9. Sonnet 116: "What's in a name?"

Sonnet 116 explores the concept of identity and the power of a name. In a
modern retelling, this poem could delve into the complexities of self-
perception and the influence of labels in a society obsessed with
categorization. This contemporary take prompts readers to question the
significance they attach to their own names and identities.

10. Sonnet 123: "No! Time, thou shalt not boast that | do change!"

Sonnet 123 challenges the passage of time and the changes it brings. A
contemporary adaptation might highlight the resilience and constant pursuit
of self-improvement in the face of societal expectations and pressures. This
modern twist encourages readers to embrace change while staying true to
their values and aspirations.

While Shakespearean English can be seen as inaccessible by some,
modern interpretations of his sonnets in contemporary English allow
readers to connect with these timeless works on a deeper level. The
adaptations mentioned above demonstrate the versatility of Shakespeare's
sonnets, proving that their themes and messages remain relevant in
today's society. So dive into these inspiring poems and let the magic of
Shakespeare continue to enchant and inspire you.
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The present book contains the texts of 154 sonnets by William
Shakespeare, English poet, playwright, and actor, along with the
paraphrases of each sonnet presented in simple modern-day English.
Students and lovers of English language and literature, as well as learners
of English as a foreign language who have basic level English proficiency
will hopefully find this book appropriate to their taste and purpose.
Shakespearean sonnets, a collection of 154 sonnets originally published in
1609, have been traditionally divided into the general themes of fair youth
(sonnets 1-126, the first 17 of which are known as the procreation
sonnets),dark lady (127-154),and the rival poet. The sonnets encompass a
wide range of subjects such as love, passion, time, decay, death, anguish,
beauty, art, rivalry, jealousy, truth, and even poetry itself. There have been
many debates among Shakespeare scholars concerning the identity of the
addressees and the historical background of Shakespeare’s sonnets. It is
doubtful whether we can identify Shakespeare with the speaker of the
sonnets; whether the sonnets are addressed to a patronage; or whether the
passionate love expressed in the sonnets is genuine. What remains
certain, however, is that — as The Bard himself had prophesied —
Shakespeare’s sonnets continue to be alive and popular to this day,
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immortalizing his poetic legacy which resembles a magnificent, enduring
monument. As the readers peer into each mysterious chamber in this
labyrinthine monument, they will be amazed by Shakespeare’s skillful
weaving of poetic images, symbols, metaphors and similes; on several
occasions, they will be surprised by his mastery of legal and monetary
terminology to address romantic issues; and, more often than not, they will
be pleasantly shocked by his playful exaggerations, unlikely comparisons,
and tongue-in-cheek treatments of Petrarchan sonnet conventions.

It is worth to point out that this book is by no means an attempt to close the
meaning of the brilliant sonnets of Shakespeare, but to suggest merely one
way — among many - in which these sonnets can be paraphrased in
modern-day English language. The joyful task of proliferating the
interpretations of Shakespeare’s sonnets falls upon enthusiastic and
attentive readers. We are looking forward to receiving your insightful ideas,
revisions, and alternative paraphrases via your comments on the e-mail
address below:

mozagulu@gmail.com
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