
How To Be a Crossing Guard Or Life In The
Fast Lane
Being a crossing guard might seem like a simple job, but it carries great
responsibility and importance. The role of a crossing guard involves
ensuring the safety of students and pedestrians while they navigate busy
roads. In this article, we will explore the essential skills and qualities
required to become an effective crossing guard and discuss the challenges
and rewards of this noble profession.

Section 1: What Does a Crossing Guard Do?

Crossing guards play a crucial role in ensuring the safety of children and
pedestrians. Their primary responsibility is to assist people, especially
students, in crossing busy streets in school zones. They are equipped with
stop signs, reflective vests, and whistles to direct traffic and alert drivers to
stop. The presence of a crossing guard helps create a safe environment for
students to cross the road and prevents accidents.

Section 2: Skills and Qualities Required

Fulfilling the duties of a crossing guard requires certain skills and qualities.
First and foremost, excellent communication skills are essential. A crossing
guard must be able to clearly instruct pedestrians and communicate
effectively with drivers. Patience is another vital quality as they deal with
various individuals, including unruly drivers or distracted pedestrians.
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In addition to communication and patience, a crossing guard should have
good observational skills. They need to assess traffic patterns, judge gaps
between vehicles, and determine the right time to stop traffic. Attention to
detail is crucial to ensure the safety of those in their care. Physical fitness is
also important, as the job demands standing for extended periods and
being alert in all weather conditions.

Section 3: Challenges and Rewards

Being a crossing guard can sometimes be challenging due to the
unpredictable nature of traffic and the behavior of pedestrians. Dealing with
heavy traffic, impatient drivers, and distracted pedestrians can test the
patience and resilience of crossing guards. However, the rewards of this
job are immeasurable. The sense of fulfillment and the knowledge that you
are ensuring the safety of others are incredibly satisfying. Building
relationships with students and the community also brings immense joy and
a sense of belonging.

Section 4: Training and Certification
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To become a professional crossing guard, it is essential to undergo specific
training and obtain the required certification. Many local authorities or
school districts provide training programs that focus on traffic management,
communication skills, and understanding traffic laws. The training equips
crossing guards with the knowledge and skills necessary to handle diverse
situations. Most programs also cover first aid training to handle any
emergencies that may arise at the crossing.

Being a crossing guard is much more than just helping people cross the
street. It is a vital role that ensures the safety and well-being of children and
pedestrians. Possessing effective communication, observational skills, and
patience are crucial to excel in this profession. Despite the challenges, the
rewards of being a crossing guard are immense, knowing that you are
making a difference in someone's life. So, if you are looking for a fulfilling
and important job, consider becoming a crossing guard and embark on
your journey in the fast lane of life.
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This book is a light hearted and occasional serious look at the job of being
a crossing guard in a western city.
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