
The Battle Of Fuentes De Onoro May 1811: A
Historic Clash That Shaped the Peninsular
War

The Battle of Fuentes De Onoro, fought in May 1811 during the Peninsular
War, echoes through history as one of the most significant clashes of its
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time. This titanic struggle between French and Anglo-Portuguese forces
shaped the course of the war and left an indelible mark on the annals of
military history.

Background: The Peninsular War

The Peninsular War, a prolonged conflict fought between 1807 and 1814,
witnessed the armies of Napoleon Bonaparte attempt to control the Iberian
Peninsula. Struggling against local resistance, he faced fierce opposition
from the combined Portuguese, Spanish, and British forces.

Sharpe's Battle: The Battle of Fuentes de Onoro, May
1811 by Bernard Cornwell(Kindle Edition)

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 531 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 386 pages

Within this context, the Battle of Fuentes De Onoro emerged as a crucial
turning point. It marked a substantial blow to Napoleon's empire as the tide
of the war began to shift in favor of the coalition forces under the leadership
of Arthur Wellesley, the Duke of Wellington.

The Buildup to the Battle

In early May 1811, Wellington and his troops positioned themselves near
the small village of Fuentes De Onoro in Spain. The village's strategic
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importance lay in its location along the main road connecting the
Portuguese border to the French stronghold of Almeida. Recognizing the
significance, the French marshal André Masséna moved towards Fuentes
De Onoro in an attempt to break through the coalition's defenses.

“"I have as fine an army as ever was seen… and I am sure
these fellows will fight." - Arthur Wellesley”

Wellesley's confidence in his troops reflected the spirit that resonated
amongst the Anglo-Portuguese forces preparing for the imminent
confrontation.

The Battle Begins

On May 3rd, French forces commenced their assault on the coalition's
positions surrounding Fuentes De Onoro. Facing determined resistance,
their initial gains were limited as British and Portuguese soldiers fought
fiercely to hold their ground. The village itself became a veritable fortress
as the fighting raged on its streets and houses.

The following day witnessed further intense clashes as the French
attempted to exploit weaknesses in the coalition's formations. However,
Wellington's strategic brilliance and the determination of his troops proved
formidable obstacles for Masséna.

The Turning Point

By May 5th, the battle had reached a critical stage. The coalition forces,
although severely outnumbered, managed to repel successive French



attacks and prevent a breakthrough. The arrival of fresh British
reinforcements tilted the scales further in favor of the coalition.

Advancing on the French positions while simultaneously defending their
own, the Anglo-Portuguese troops launched a decisive counterattack,
catching Masséna off-guard. The French, now facing a relentless assault,
began to retreat, marking the turning point of the battle.

The Aftermath

The Battle of Fuentes De Onoro ended on May 7th, 1811, with the French
forces retreating from the battlefield. While the victory was not absolute, the
coalition's ability to repel the French onslaught and deny them a strategic
advantage became a symbol of hope for the allied forces.

In the broader context of the Peninsular War, the Battle of Fuentes De
Onoro solidified the reputation of Wellington, who would go on to achieve
further victories against Napoleon's armies. The battle highlighted the
effectiveness of the Anglo-Portuguese alliance and demonstrated the
resolve of the Iberian Peninsula in their fight against French occupation.

Legacy and Commemoration

The Battle of Fuentes De Onoro remains etched in history as a testament
to the resilience and bravery of the soldiers involved. Numerous
monuments, memorials, and plaques pay tribute to the sacrifices made by
the coalition forces.

Today, visitors can explore the battlefield's historic sites and imagine the
chaos of the intense clashes that took place over two centuries ago. The
true magnitude of this battle, its impact on the course of the Peninsular



War, and the camaraderie displayed by those who fought are best
experienced by walking in their footsteps.

The Battle of Fuentes De Onoro, fought in May 1811, serves as a reminder
of the indomitable spirit of those who fought against the forces of tyranny.
The clash between French and Anglo-Portuguese troops in this small
Spanish village shaped the course of the Peninsular War, marking a turning
point in the struggle for control of the Iberian Peninsula.

Today, the memory of the battle lives on, honoring the brave soldiers who
fought and highlighting the importance of historical events that continue to
shape the world we live in.

Sharpe's Battle: The Battle of Fuentes de Onoro, May
1811 by Bernard Cornwell(Kindle Edition)

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 531 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 386 pages

From New York Times bestselling author Bernard Cornwell, the twelth
installment in the world-renowned Sharpe series, chronicling the rise of
Richard Sharpe, a Private in His Majesty’s Army at the siege of
Seringapatam.
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Quartered in a crumbling Portuguese fort, Richard Sharpe and his men are
attacked by an elite French unit, led by an old enemy of Sharpe’s, and
suffer heavy losses.

The army’s high command blame Sharpe for the disaster and his military
career seems to be ruined. His only hope is to redeem himself on the
battlefield. So with his honour at stake, against an overwhelming number of
French troops, Sharpe leads his men to battle in the narrow streets of
Fuentes de Oñoro.
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