
Unveiling the Mystery of Few Figs From
Thistles: A Collection to Remember
The world of poetry has always been captivated by the power and beauty
of words. From Shakespeare to Dickinson, countless poets have crafted
verses capable of touching the depths of our souls. Among these eminent
figures, Edna St. Vincent Millay stands out with her extraordinary collection
called "Few Figs From Thistles." In this article, we delve into the enigmatic
world created by Millay and explore the depth of emotions and ideas that
she brings to life.

Exploring Millay's Inspiration

"Few Figs From Thistles" is a collection of poems that Millay published in
1920. The title itself embodies the essence of Millay's work, suggesting that
she carefully chooses only a few figs from among the thistles. It is a
testament to her ability to extract beauty from the chaos of life, highlighting
the importance of cherishing fleeting moments of joy amidst the hardships.

In her collection, Millay explores a wide range of themes, ranging from love
and desire to societal expectations and personal freedom. Her poems are
characterized by their raw honesty and rebellious spirit, reflecting the
changing social dynamics of the early 20th century.
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An Embrace of Controversy

Upon its release, "Few Figs From Thistles" sparked controversy due to its
bold and daring nature. Millay tackled topics that were considered taboo
during that time, such as female sexuality and societal expectations placed
on women. With her unapologetic tone, she challenged the traditional roles
assigned to women and unleashed a new wave of liberation and
empowerment.

One of the most famous poems in the collection, "First Fig," perfectly
captures Millay's defiant spirit:

“My candle burns at both ends;
It will not last the night;
But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends—
It gives a lovely light!”

This poem encapsulates Millay's embrace of a transient existence, where
the candle represents her life burning brightly but briefly. It is a powerful
metaphor for the rejection of societal expectations and emphasizes the
beauty of living life to the fullest, regardless of its brevity.

Themes of Love and Desire
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Love and desire are recurring motifs in "Few Figs From Thistles." Millay
dissects the complexities of romantic relationships, exploring the desire for
both physical passion and emotional intimacy. Her poems often depict the
struggle between societal expectations and personal desires, providing a
glimpse into the inner turmoil experienced by individuals in a constrained
world.

One remarkable poem, "Second Fig," showcases Millay's longing for
passion amidst societal restrictions:

“Safe upon the solid rock the ugly houses stand:
Come and see my shining palace built upon the sand!”

In this poem, Millay juxtaposes stability and conformity with her desire for
spontaneity and passion, criticizing the limitations placed on individual
freedom and expression by society.

The Legacy of "Few Figs From Thistles"

Millay's collection continues to inspire and resonate with readers even a
century after its publication. Her exploration of themes such as feminism,
individualism, and the power of self-expression remains relevant in today's
society, as we continue to confront similar societal challenges and
expectations.

The use of provocative imagery and the exquisite selection of words in
Millay's poems make "Few Figs From Thistles" an engaging read. It is a



collection that invites readers to reflect on their own lives, urging them to
question societal norms and embrace their own unique journey.

So, if you are seeking a literary experience that challenges conventions
and evokes strong emotions, "Few Figs From Thistles" is a must-read.
Allow Edna St. Vincent Millay's words to transport you to a world where
beauty arises from the thistles, and where figs are cherished as rare and
precious delights.
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